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Texas State Board of Education
Introduction: The first Texas board of education was created by the Texas Constitution in 1866 and consisted of three appointed members. Over the years, changes in the law resulted, by 1949, in an elected 27-member board. The legislature passed the recommendations of Gilmer-Aiken Committee over vigorous objections to raise teachers’ salaries, reorganize school districts and financing, add educational specialists, and established the Texas Education Agency through which school policy is administered. More changes over the years followed and by 1995 the number of members was reduced to 15, more local control was allowed, and the state board was granted authority to charter open-enrollment schools. The governor appoints one board member to serve as chair, subject to confirmation by the state senate. The chair's tenure is limited to two consecutive terms. Title 2 of the Education Code and Chapter 19 of the Texas Administration Code constitute the statutes and regulations governing public education in Texas.
SBOE Mandate: What students are supposed to learn in Texas is governed by the State Board of Education (SBOE). Under its authority, set out in statutes and the state constitution, the SBOE 
· sets statewide curriculum standards as to content and skills for public school courses;
· reviews and adopts textbooks, which must meet the curriculum standards, for all school districts;
· sets graduation requirements;
· sets standards for performance on state-mandated assessment tests;
· oversees the investment of the state’s Permanent School Fund ($17.5 billion), whose monies are derived from mineral royalties and the sale and leasing of public lands; 
· approves the creation of specific charter schools; and
· adopts regulations and standards for adult education programs provided by local school districts and institutions of higher education.
Curriculum: The SBOE selects the textbooks, which must conform to SBOE’s adopted curriculum standards. Texas has over 1,000 school districts with over 4.7 million pupils. School book publishers want to sell to this market and therefore Texas standards often become national standards. Thus, the results of educational policy in Texas, which are important to Texans and the state’s future economic viability, have drawn national attention, even derision. In 2004, for example, Holt, Rinehart and Winston refused to make demanded changes in health textbooks to delete “embarrassing” information about self-examinations for breast and testicular cancer, and left the field to other publishers. For the purposes of this paper, we focus here on a few curriculum topics under discussion over the past few years. At the heart of the difficulties is not whether students are intellectually and age-appropriately challenged or if we have appropriate materials for differently talented pupils, or even bilingual issues. Underlying the conflict over the treatment of evolution, climate change, science, history, etc. are clashing views about religious views in the public sphere, what constitutes the necessary instruction to instill pride and patriotism and good citizenship, and what constitutes standards to teach how to frame questions about science and politics. 
Evolution, Climate Change, and Science: Barbara Cargill, current Board chair, has stated bluntly that setting the science curriculum is “a spiritual battle” and that the Board needs more “conservative Christians.”[endnoteRef:1] The  (conservative) Thomas B. Fordham Institute rated Texas science curriculum as a C, up from an F a few years before.[endnoteRef:2] “Riddled with errors,” it concluded. Indeed, the Institute was less than sanguine about the standards for teaching evolution in all fifty states and D.C. These standards, said scientists, undermine the teaching of science altogether.[endnoteRef:3] The Texas Freedom Network, founded to counter the religious intrusion into consideration of standards that apply to the religiously diverse population of Texas school kids, talks of the “war on science.[endnoteRef:4]  [1:  See http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Texas-school-board-may-revisit-intelligent-2078936.php.]  [2:  See http://www.edexcellencemedia.net/publications/2012/2012-State-of-State-Science-Standards/2012-State-Science-Standards-Texas.pdf.]  [3:  See http://ncse.com/news/2012/01/fordham-evolution-state-science-standards-007181.]  [4:  See http://tfninsider.org/category/climate-change/.] 

History and Social Studies: In 2010, the SBOE deleted references in the standards to “Enlightenment ideas,” with odd results, some of which made fodder for television’s Stephen Colbert’s satirical dissection, still available on YouTube. More soberly, the Thomas B. Fordham Institute saw the American history standards in Texas as “misrepresentations at every turn.” Alarmed, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s Social Study Faculty Collaborative warned that the standards “fail to meet the state’s college readiness standards.”[endnoteRef:5] [5:  See http://www.tfn.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=6629.] 

Implications: In January 2012, the SBOE decided it will adopt new science textbooks for schools in 2013 and new textbooks for history and social studies in 2014.[endnoteRef:6] Whom we elect in the primaries in spring 2012 and to the SBOE in November 2012 will be the members controlling the decisions about textbooks in use for the next ten years. [6:  The textbooks submitted in this process must meet the “deeply flawed” standards (TFN) now in place. See http://tfninsider.org/2012/02/01/texas-science-education-battle-in-2013/, where a schedule for textbook revisions through 2018  is posted.] 

SBOE Candidates in the Houston Area – Districts 4, 6, 7, and 8:
District 4 (E. Harris Co. and small portion of Fort Bend Co):  Lawrence Allen (D, incumbent);[endnoteRef:7] two masters degrees, also Director of Special Projects HISD, and former teacher and principal. [7:  See http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index4.aspx?id=3719.] 

Dorothy Olmos (R);[endnoteRef:8] ran unsuccessfully for HISD board; computer science & theater arts teacher [8:  See http://www.votedorothyolmos.com/bio2.html.] 

District 6: (W. Harris Co.): Donna Bahorich (R);[endnoteRef:9] masters degree from Liberty University; founded Home Ed Plus; supports abstinence-only sex education. [9:  See http://tfninsider.org/2011/12/16/sboe-candidate-donna-bahorich/.] 

Traci Jensen (D);[endnoteRef:10] D.Ed.; former teacher of 20 years.  [10:  See http://tfninsider.org/2011/12/21/sboe-candidate-traci-jensen/.] 

Patty Quintana-Nilssen (D);[endnoteRef:11] teacher of 15 years. [11:  See http://tfninsider.org/2011/11/29/sboe-candidate-patty-quintana-nilsson/.] 

David Scott (D);[endnoteRef:12] masters library science; would eliminate STD testing and increase physical education; advocates better nutrition education and lunches. [12:  See http://tfninsider.org/2011/12/16/sboe-candidate-david-scott/.] 

District 7 (Clear Lake area and east to Louisiana border): Rita Ashley (R);[endnoteRef:13] bachelor of science in early childhood education, first grade teacher. [13:  See http://tfninsider.org/2011/12/07/sboe-candidate-rita-ashley/.] 

David Bradley (R);[endnoteRef:14] incumbent; favors creationism.[endnoteRef:15] [14:  See http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index4.aspx?id=3418.]  [15:  See http://teachthemscience.org/texas/sboe#bradley.] 

Dexter Smith (D;)[endnoteRef:16] bachelor of arts in history, masters in elementary education; 3rd & 4th grade social studies teacher.  [16:  See http://tfninsider.org/2012/01/09/sboe-candidate-dexter-smith/.] 

District 8 (Northern Harris Co. and Montgomery Co.): Barbara Cargill (R) and current chair;[endnoteRef:17] opponent of evolution. [17:  See http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index4.aspx?id=3723 and http://tfninsider.org/2011/10/08/sboe-candidate-barbara-cargill/.] 

Linda Ellis (R);[endnoteRef:18] Ph.D. in curriculum & instruction from Texas A&M; 28 years in teaching. [18:  See http://tfninsider.org/2011/11/04/sboe-candidate-linda-ellis/.] 

Rick Solis (D); no information available.
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